CHAPTER XI

SHAHABUDDIN KHAN AND THE BABER BAGH

ONE of the most delightful spots in the vicinity
of Kabul is the high-walled garden known as
the Baber Bagh, in a cornet of which is the grave
of one of the greatest men that ever lived, Baber,
"The Tiger", who founded the dynasty of the
magnificent Moguls. This shrine is a place of
pilgrimage not for Afghans alone, but for people
from all parts of Central Asia, and I went there
often, in the days immediately before my audience
with the Amir, to spend the heat of the day in its
green shade and to prepare myself for meeting
with this most menaced monarch in the world
to-day.

But the glory has departed now and the bul-
buls sing sadly in the Baber Bagh. For two
centuries the spirit of the Great Moguls flamed
here* Then it flickered and passed into the
night. The Star of India now shines on the
breast of the British Viceroy in Delhi. But
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